Diagnosis.?" When pain and swelling of the abdomen, with fluctuation, present, the diagnosis will be easy; but in those cases in which there is no p3111' and but slight tenderness, with little disorder of the digestive organs> there be great difficulty. Our principal guide is the enlargement of the abdomeD' which ultimately always occurs, and the fluctuation, which, by a little care, generally be perceived. When there is much dyspnoea, or.when the diarrhoea1 severe, we must be on our guard against supposing the disease limited to tb chest or mucous membrane of the intestines. We know that both may " seriously involved, concurrently with the peritoneal membrane. The same be said of the mesenteric glands; they may also be diseased; but when they ^ affected alone, we shall find neither the abdominal swelling (at served is, an exudation, or even a flow of blood by the anus ; the faecal matters are then stained, and sometimes bathed in, and softened by pure blood, withou any admixture of mucus. When this bloody discharge exists, and especially when it has continued for some time, without the presence of any general syfflp* torn, and without there being any reason for referring to some severe lesion o the intestine, the parents ought to be asked whether, when the patient goes the water-closet, any reddish body appears at the orifice of the anus; if this has been observed, there is no longer any doubt, the nature of the disease is known> if not, the patient may be made to strain, the tumor will then usually project externally.
In some cases, in consequence of the shortness of the pedicle, or from its being attached very high up, the polypus cannot be brought into new, the finger may then be introduced without any difficulty, even in very young children, or the speculum ani may be employed.
The diseases with which this affection may possibly be confounded are, dysentery, haemorrhoids, and prolapsus of the rectum. , From dysentery it may be distinguished by the absence of glairy matter, ?l abdominal pain, fever, heat, and, in fact, of every symptom with the exception o* the presence of loose faecal matter stained with blood.
From piles it may be distinguished by the colour of the tumor and its place of insertion ; the age of the patient will also serve as a diagnostic mark.
With prolapsus of the rectum, this disease has been occasionally confounded; 
